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EDITORDEN

Degerli “Bolgesel Arastirmalar Dergisi (BAD)"” okurlari,

Bundan bes yil 6nce diinyadaki gelismeleri bilimsellik, cok taraflilik ve objektiflik
ilkesi 1s1dinda analiz etmek adina uluslararasi hakemli bir dergi olarak yayin hayatina
basladik. Son bes yillik siregte, her bir sayimizda glincel konulara odaklanmaya
calistik ve diinyada olup bitenlere bilimsel bir bakis agisi sunmayr amacladik. Bu
dogrultuda sirekli dedisen konjonktire ve gelisen dinamiklere uyum saglamayi ve
bu anlamda “yenilikgiligi” temel misyonumuz olarak belirledik. Bu sayede ulkemizin
diinyadaki gelismeleri daha iyi yorumlayabilmesini, bilimsel ve tarafsiz diisiince
kaltlruinl gelistirmeyi ve nihayetinde stratejik karar alma sireclerine kiymetli bir
katkida bulunmayl misyon edindik. Stratejik diiglince kuruluslarinin isleyis mantigina
uygun olarak belirlemis oldugumuz bu editdryal bakis acisi sayesinde yalnizca
Tlrkiye'de degil; tiim diinyada ornek bir basarisi hikayesi ortaya koyduk.

Calismalarimizin olumlu sonugclarini, okunma sayilarimizda gérmek bizleri mutlu
etmektedir. ilk yillarimizda ortalama 7 bin ile 40 bin arasinda degisen okunma
sayllarimizi, son sayimizla birlikte 120 bine kadar ulagtirmayi basardik. Bu konudaki
basarimiz sirekli artan indeks sayilarimizla es zamanl olarak ilerledi. Halihazirda
13 alan indeksi tarafindan kabul alan dergimiz AcademicKeys, ASOS Index, CEEOL,
Cite Factor, DRJI, Index Copernicus, Infobase, ideal Online, JIFACTOR, Journal Factor,
Research Bible, Sindex ve TUBITAK DERGIPARK tarafindan taranmaktadir. Bunun
yani sira bagvuru yapmis oldugumuz TUBITAK ULAKBIM indeksi tarafindan da yakin
zamanda kabul almayi bekliyoruz.

Cevrimici ve acik erisimli olarak sizlere ulasmamiz, daha genis bir okuyucu kitlesine
ulasmamizi sagladi. Bunda c¢ok dilli yayin politikasina sahip olmamiz da etkili
olmustur. Tiirkce disinda ingilizce, Rusc¢a, Farsca, Arapca ve diger diinya dillerinde de
calismalar kabul etmekteyiz.

6. Cilt 1. Sayimizda; 2'si ingilizce olmak Uizere toplamda 11 makale ve 2 kitap
inceleme yer almaktadir. Kitap incelemeleri kisminda, sirasiyla Goktug CALISKAN
ve Selinay IIGAZ'In calismalarina yer verdik. Birinci kitap, Florian Schneider'a ait olan
“Cin’in Kusak ve Yol Girisimine Kiresel Perspektifler: Bolgesel Baglanti Yoluyla Ajansi
Destekleme” adli calismadir. ikinci kitap ise Dog. Dr. Oktay BINGOL ve Prof. Dr. Yelda
ONGUN'un editorliglini yaptigi “Afganistan’da Taliban Donemi: Bolgesel-Kiiresel
Bakis ve Tirkiye Acisindan inceleme” adli eserdir. Her iki kitabin da son dénemde
yayinlanan eserler olmasina 6zen gosterdik. Bunlarin yani sira glincel ve spesifik
konulara odaklandigimiz 11 makaleyi sizlerle bulusturduk.

ilk olarak Prof. Dr. Sertif DEMIR'in ingilizce olarak kaleme aldigi “The 2022 Russia-
Ukraine War: Reasons and Impacts” adli makaleye yer verdik. Uluslararasi iligkilerin
gindemi Ukrayna'ya odaklanmisken; bu makale, oldukca gilincel olan bu krize bilimsel



bir perspektif kazandirmaktadir. Ayrica bu suregte Rusya’nin en biyik destekgisi olan
Cin'le ilgili bir calismaya yer vermeyi de uygun gordik. Rusya, Avrupa'da bir krize
atilmigken; Cin, ekonomik ytkseligini strdlirmek amaciyla mavi ekonomik koridorunu
ve inci dizisi stratejisini adim adim hayata gecgirmektedir. Bu konuyu incelemek
adina, ikinci sirada Mustafa Cem KOYUNCU'yla birlikte yazdigimiz “Cin‘in inci Dizisi
Stratejisi” adli calismayi sizlerle bulusturduk. Yine bu siregte Avrupa'nin icerisinde
bulundugu krizi de g6z ardi edemezdik. Bu baglamda Doc. Dr. Safak OGUZ ve Ferhan
ORALIn ortaklasa yazmis olduklari “AB'nin Stratejik Ozerklik Cabalar, Stratejik Pusula
ve Tiirkiye'ye Muhtemel Yansimalar” ve Doga MIRCIOGLU'nun kaleme aldigi “Avrupa
Birligi Enerji Politikalarinin Uygulanmasinda Rusya Faktord” adli makalelere yer verdik.

Avrupa'’dan sonra Turk Dunyasi c¢alismalarina da yer ayirmayr uygun bulduk.
Bu kapsamda besinci makale olarak Nihal KESKIN, Fatih ALIYi ve Dog. Dr. Bilal
CAKICI'min misterek calismasi olan “Turkic Republics on the 30th Anniversary of
Their Independence and TURKSOY” adh ingilizce calismayi sizlerle bulusturduk.
Bu sayimizda bdlgesel calismalarin yani sira konu bazli spesifik ¢alismalara da
odaklandik. Bu baglamda devletlerin glic kullanimini ve bu anlamda 6zel askeri
sirketlerin oynadigi rolli inceleyen Dr. Duhan Kalkan'in “Devletin Gig¢ Kullanma
Tekeli ve Ozel Askeri Sirketler” adli makalesini paylastik. Ayrica enerji ve Ortadogu
konularina odaklanan Dr. Merve Suna OZEL OZCAN ve Cihan OTEN'in ortak calismasi
olan “Enerji Kriz Girdabi Kavramsallagtirmasi Baglaminda Ortadogu’'da Petrol Krizleri”
adh calismaya yer verdik.

Daha sonra da iran’la ilgili iki makaleyi sizlerle bulusturduk. Bunlardan ilki, Hossein
HASSANPASHAEI'nin “iran-Fars Milli Kimliginin Olusumu ve Tiirk Sorunu:1800-1940"
adll makalesi ve ikincisi Fatih TUMLU'niin “Devlet Destekli Uluslararasi Terérizm:
iran ve PKK Teror Orguti iliskisi” adli caligmasidir. Son olarak Tirkiye'nin givenlik
politikalari ve terdrle miicadelesiyle ilgili iki makaleye yer verdik. ilki, Dr. Biilent
ERDILin “Tiirkiye'nin Giivenlik Politikalarinin Degisen Yapisi ve PKK” adli makalesiyken;
digeri Zeynep ORTAKAVAK ve Hiseyin YELTIN'in ortaklasa yazmis olduklari “Askeri
Operasyonlarin Bolgesel Niifus Hareketlerine Etkisi Uzerine Mekéansal Bir inceleme:
Baris Pinari Harekati Ornegi” adli calismadir.

Bugline kadar benimsemis oldugumuz bolgesel uzmanlagma distncesi
dogrultusunda yeni sayimizda da sizlere spesifik alanlarda calismalar sunmaya
calistik. Daha onceki sayillarimizda oldugu gibi giincel olaylarin analizlerine agirlik
vermeye devam ettik. Dinyanin glindemi ve krizler, Avrupa’dan Avrasya ve Pasifik'e
dogru kayarken; bizler diinyanin yeni konjonktiiriine ayak uydurmaya devam edecegiz.
Ulkemizde stratejik diisiince kilturiini gelistirmeyi ve yaymayi amaclayan Ankara Kriz
ve Siyaset Arastirmalari Merkezi'nin (ANKASAM) biinyesinde faaliyet gosteren BAD,
bu dinamizmi korumaya devam etmektedir. Dergimizin besinci senesini tamamlamig
ve altinct yihmizin ilk sayisini yayinlamis olmanin hakli gururunu sizinle paylamak
istiyorum. Bu basariya ulasmamizda katkilari bulunan yayin ekibine ¢ok tesekkdr
ediyorum. Yeni sayimizda gortismek dilegiyle...

BAD Bas Editorii
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL



EDITORIAL

Dear readers of the Journal of Regional Studies (JRS),

5 years ago, we have begun to publishing life as an international peer-reviewed
journal in the name of analyzing developments in the world in light of the principle
of scientificness, multilateralism and objectivity. Over the past five years, we've
tried to be focusing on current affairs in each issue and seeking to give a scientific
perspective of what's happening in the world. Accordingly, we have designated, to
adapt kaleidoscopic conjuncture and developing dynamics, and have our main
mission as “proactivity”. Thus, we have taken the gaining a better interpretation and
developing a neutral and scientific culture of thought as a mission. Through this
editorial outlook, which we have determined in accordance with the operating logic of
strategic think tanks, we have set an exemplary success story not only in Turkey but
also all over the world.

We are happy to witness the positive results of our work, in our reading rates. We have
been able to increase our reading rates from 7-thousand to 40-thousand on average
in our first few years, up to 160 thousand in our last issue. Our success in this matter
has progressed simultaneously with our ever-increasing index numbers. Our journal,
which is currently accepted by 13 Infobase indexes, is scanned by AcademicKeys,
ASOS Index, CEEOL, Cite Factor, DRJI, Index Copernicus, Infobase, Ideal Online,
JIFACTOR, Journal Factor, Research Bible, Sindex and TUBITAK DERGIPARK. In
addition, we expect to be accepted by the TUBITAK ULAKBIM index, which we have
applied for.

The ability to reach you online and publicly, has enabled us to reach a wider audience.
Our multilingual editorial policy has also been effective. We accept studies in Turkish,
English, Russian and other world languages.

In Volume 6, Issue 1; there are 11 articles and 2 book reviews in total, 2 of which are
in English. In the book reviews section, the works of Goktug CALISKAN and Selinay
ILGAZ, respectively, are included. The first book is “Global Perspectives on China’s
Belt and Road Initiative: Asserting Agency through Regional Connectivity” by Florian
Schneider and the second one is “The Taliban Period in Afghanistan: A Regional-
Global Perspective and Review from Turkey” edited by the Assoc. Prof. Oktay BINGOL
and Prof. Yelda ONGUN. We were attentive to the fact that both books to are works
that have been published recently. Moreover, we have also presented you, to readers,
11 articles which are focusing on timely and specific issues.

To begin with, we have included the article titled “The 2022 Russia-Ukraine War:
Reasons and Impacts” which was indited by Prof. Sertif DEMIR in English. Since the
agenda of international relations set sight on Ukraine, this article gains a scientific
perspective on this quite timely crisis. In addition, we have favoured giving place to
another work related to China which is also prominent on the agenda. While Russia
was launching crises in Europe, China is gradually implementing its blue economic
corridor and string of pearl strategy in order to maintain its economic rise. To
research extensively to subject in question, “China’s String of Pearls Strategy”, which



we penned down together with Mustafa Cem KOYUNCU as the second article has
presented to your attention. Nevertheless, we could not ignore the crisis which
took place in Europe. In this regard, we gave place to articles, titled “EU’s Strategic
Autonomy Efforts, Strategic Compass and Its Possible Reflections to Turkey” by
Assoc. Prof. Safak OGUZ and Ferhan ORAL, and “Russia Factor in Implementation of
European Union Energy Policies” by Doga MIRCIOGLU.

After the examination in detail of Europe’s experiences, we have given wide coverage
to Turkish World studies. In this framework, as a fifth article, we have released to
the audience the article named “Turkic Republics on the 30th Anniversary of Their
Independence and TURKSOY” written in English by Nihal KESKIN, Fatih ALIYI ve
Assoc. Prof. Bilal CAKICI collectively. In this issue of ours, we have concentrated on
specific work which addresses certain subjects as well as regional studies. Therefore,
we shared Dr Duhan KALKAN's article “Government Monopoly on Use of Force and
Private Military Companies” which emphasized the use of power by states and effects
of private military corporations on this. Further, to elaborate on the specific issues,
we gave place to the joint work of Dr Merve Suna OZEL OZCAN and Cihan OTEN
titled “Oil Crises in the Middle East in the Context of the Energy Crisis Vortex” which
themed oil and energy field.

Later then, we brought two articles associated with Iran to your information. First of
these is Hossein HASSANPASHAEI's article titled “The Formation of the Iran-Persian
National Identity and the Turkish Question: 1800-1940" and the second one is the study
of Fatih TUMLU titled “State-Sponsored International Terrorism: Relationship with Iran
and the PKK Terrorist Organization”. To conclude, we have included two articles about
Turkey's security and fight against terrorism. First, Dr. Biilent ERDILs article titled “The
Changing Structure of Turkish Security Policies and the PKK” the other article which
was written jointly by Zeynep ORTAKAVAK and Huseyin YELTIN titled “Surveying on
the Impact of Military Operations on Regional Population Movements: The Case of
the Operation Peace Spring”

In keeping with the idea of the expertise regionally that we've implemented so far,
we've also tried to present you with studies in specific fields in our new issue and
continue to focusing analyses of current developments as we have done in our
previous issues. Since The world’s agenda and crises are shifting from Europe to
Eurasia and the Pacific; we will continue to adapt to the new conjuncture of the world.
JRS, publishing within the Ankara Center for Crises and Policy Studies (ANKASAM),
which intends to develop and spread the culture of strategic thinking in our country,
continues to maintain this dynamism. | would like to share with you the proper pride
of having completed the fifth year of our journal and the first issue of our sixth year.
Many thanks to the editorial team, who have contributed to this success. We look
forward to meeting you on our new issue...

Editor in chief of JRS
Prof. Mehmet Seyfettin EROL
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