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Ahlédk-1 Ala'i Adl1 Kitapta Arap Iimaj:

Oz

Karsilastirmali edebiyat calismalar: icinde bir alt disiplin ve
yan dal olarak ortaya cikan imagoloji, belli bir dénemde bir milletin
baska bir millete kars: sahip oldugu izlenimleri bilmeye yardimeci
olur. Arastirmacilar, 6tekinin imajini1 genel olarak edebi eserlerde
incelemeye odaklanmistir. Ancak bu calismamizda Osmanl Impara-
torlugu déneminde ahlak alaninda yazilmis en 6nemli kitaplardan
biri olan "Ahlak-1 AlaT" adli eserde Arap imaji1 ele alinmistir. Hayati-
nin bir bolimunt Sam, Kahire ve Halep gibi Arap sehirlerinde kadi-
lik yapan Kinalizade Ali Efendi (916-979 H. / 1510 -1572 M.),
Sam'dayken "Ahlak-t Ala'?" adl1 eserini kaleme almis, eserinde Arap-
larla ilgili pek cok yorum, hikaye, haber ve siire yer vermistir. Bu
makalede Arap imajini olusturan unsurlar incelenmis, yazarin
Araplarla ilgili zikrettigi olumsuz ve olumlu 6zellikler beyan edilmis-
tir. Kitaptaki Arap imajinin genel olarak olumlu gérinmesi dikkat
ceken bir husustur. Imajin bu sekilde olusmasi, kitabin yazildig
tarih, glcld olan din faktér(i, yazarin ¢ok kulturlultugi ve istifade

ettigi kaynaklarinin cgesitliligiyle baglantilidir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Edebiyat, Kinalizade, Ahlak-1 Ala'i, Arap,
imaj
The Image of the Arab in the Book Titled Akhlag-i ‘Ala’it
Abstract

Imagology, which emerged as a sub-discipline, a minor
branch in comparative literature studies, helps to know the impres-
sions of a nation against another nation in a certain period. Rese-
archers' interest has generally focused on examining the image of
the other in literary works. However, in this study, the image of
Arab in the work called Akhlag-i ‘Ala’t, which is one of the most im-
portant books written in the field of morality in the Ottoman Empi-
re, is discussed. This work was written by Qinalizade ‘Ali Celebi
(1510-1572/916-979 H.), who spent a part of his life as a judge in
Arab cities such as Damascus, Cairo and Aleppo. In this study, the
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elements that make up the image of Arab in the mentioned book,
which includes many comments, stories, news and poems about the
Arabs are examined. The negative and positive features, mentioned
by the author, about Arabs are declared. It is noteworthy that the
Arab image in the book seems generally positive. The formation of
the image in this way was related to the historical context in which
the book was written, the strong religious factor, the multicultura-
lism of the author and the diversity of the sources he used.

Keywords: literature, Qinalizade, Akhlag-i ‘Ala’t, Arab, ima-
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The Image of the Arab in the Book titled Akhlaqg-i ‘Ala’'t
Summary

Imagology is one of the important studies that helps to know
the perceptions of peoples about each other at a certain point in
time. The image of the other is usually studied in travel books, poet-
ry books, stories and novels. Also it can be found in the books relat-
ed to social sciences, such as philosophy, history, geography and
ethics.

There are a number of those books that fall within the
framework of the aforementioned social sciences that contain a lot
of information through which one can explore the image of some
people in them, and that is through many things, the most im-
portant of which are digressions, examples, evidence, and stories
contained in the book.

The book Akhlag-i ‘Ala’i is one of the books through which
the image of the Arabs can be elucidated, as it contains examples,
comments, tales and news about the Arabs. This book was written
by the Ottoman judge and scholar Qinalizade ‘Ali Celebi, who lived
a period of his life in the Arab countries.

Perhaps the subject of the book, its sources, and the writer's
personal experience are among the things that helped to provide
information related to the Arabs and to cite their sayings and po-
ems.

The author has collected most of the material of his book
from the ethics books that were written before, especially Akhlaqg-i
Nasirt (The Nasirean Ethics), by Nasir al-Din al Tusi, Akhlag-i Jalali
(The ethics of al-Jalali) by Jalal al-Din al-Dawani and Akhlag-i
Muhsint (the ethics of al-Muhsini) by Husayn Va‘iz Kashifi, and he
added good additions to it.

The book consists of a preamble, an introduction, and three
main chapters; The first chapter explains the science of ethics and
its symbols, the second is on the science of home management, and
the third is on the science of city management.

The image of the other, of course, is not the other, it has a
historical context that refers to the reality in which this image was
formed, and it is subject to change with the change of those factors
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and circumstances. When the ego to which the author drawing the
image belongs is in a position of strength, its relationship is that of
a ruler and a ruled, and the common bonds such as religion or sect
are strong and dominant, in many cases the other does not appear
in a negative or in the image of the enemy, but rather in his positive
image and in an image closer to reality. On the other hand, when
the ego of the author is in a state of weakness and contraction, and
the common bonds between it and the other are weak or marginal-
ized, the other often becomes an enemy that threatens its existence
and entity.

The writer’s personal experience and worldview, his commu-
nication with the other and his knowledge of him play a big role in
drawing the image of the other. When the writer is in direct contact
with the other, and the sources of his knowledge of the other are
diverse, he often draws a picture that is closer to realism.

In light of this hypothesis, the study aimed to clarify the im-
age of the Arabs in the mentioned book by collecting and analyzing
information related to the Arabs in the book. It must be noted that
what was mentioned about the Prophet and the rightly-guided Ca-
liphs were excluded, as we excluded the reference their cited say-
ings because they are from the sources of legislation and religion,
and they are usually mentioned by all Muslim scholars.

Although the subject of the book is the science of ethics, the
book Akhlag-i ‘Ala’i contains a lot of information about the Arabs
between its two covers. Qinalizade mentioned in his book many of
the characteristics of the Arabs, their stories and news. The gather-
ing of this information in one space constitutes his perception of the
Arabs, and his view of them. The characteristics of the Arabs men-
tioned by the author in the book are generosity, pride, loyalty, cour-
age, chivalry, coldness of character, strong lust, fanaticism, pride
in origin and tribe, exaggeration, honoring guests, and love of free-
dom. Some of these characteristics are positive and some are nega-
tive. It is noticeable that the qualities mentioned by the writer are
the same qualities that the Arabs used to be proud of in their de-
bates with others, or that are mentioned in the comparison between
Arabs and other peoples. As for the negative qualities mentioned by
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the writer, they are less than the positive ones, and none of them
suggest contempt or ridicule.

In his book, the writer was interested in Arab stories, news,
customs and poetry, as he showed an interest in supporting his
ideas by quoting Arab news and stories, especially the rulers among
them. He cited the patience of Caliph Mu‘awiya b. Abu Sufyan, the
generosity of al-Hassan, al-Husayn, Zain al-‘Abidin, ‘Abdallah b.
Ja‘far and al-Muhallab’s family, as cited he the piety and justice of
Caliph ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, the injustice of al-Hajjaj b. Yasuf al-
Thaqgafi, the Umayyad negligence of the movement against them in
the province of Khurasan, the brutality of Caliph Harun al-Rashid,
the clemency of Caliph Al-ma'mun and his forgiveness, and the
waste and extravagance of Caliph al-Muqtadir. He also cited more
than a hundred verses of Arabic poetry dating back to different
eras, starting with the pre-Islamic era and ending with the Mamluk
era.

We can say that the image of the Arabs in the book is domi-
nated by realism, and it is derived from coexistence, personal expe-
rience and Arab sources. It is also far from prejudice, racism and
intolerance. It refers to the reality in which it was formed. The
emergence of this image in this way can be linked to the religious,
political and social factors surrounding the writer.

The writer lived, in a time when the Ottoman Empire of a re-
ligious nature was at the height of its power and controlled large
parts of the Arab countries, among the Arabs in Egypt and the Le-
vant, and he knew their language and read their books. On top of
that the Arabs constituted an important part of the demographic
structure of the country.

Keywords: literature, Qinalizade, Akhlag-i ‘Ala’i, Arab, image
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